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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), 
by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a 
patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty 
defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application 
filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United States and 
was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1 - 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Ma 
(US 2003/0215214) 

Regarding claim 1, Ma discloses a method of assisting a user compose a video 
work (page 1 , para 0001) wherein is provided at least one themed template (page 1 , 
para 0010) each of said at least one themed templates containing a plurality of media 
cells therein, each of said media cells having a cell theme that is related to the theme of 
the template containing it (page 1, para 0010) and wherein is further provided a plurality 
of topically related media clips, comprising the steps of: 

(a) selecting one of said at least one themed templates (page 2, para 0012, 
select an appropriate template) 

(b) selecting a media clip from among said plurality of topically related media 
clips (figure 4, 1018, page 6, 0118 illustrates manual editing) 

(c) selecting a media cell from among said plurality of media cells in said 
selected template (figure 4, 1018, page 6, 0118 illustrates manual editing) 
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(d) storing said selected media clip in said selected media cell (figure 2, 1 104, 
page 1 , para 0005) 

(e) performing steps (b) through (d) until substantially all of said media cells are 
filled, thereby composing said video work (figure 4, 1018, page 6, 01 18 illustrates 
manual editing) and, 

(f) storing at least a portion of said video work on a computer readable medium 
(figure 10, page 8, para 0131 , illustrates edl for child segment stored in storage device 
figure 6, 309) 

Regarding claim 2, Ma discloses a method, further comprising the step of: 

(g) reading at least a portion of said stored video composition from said computer 
readable medium; and, (h) viewing at least a portion of said read video composition 
(figure 16, 1406, page 9, para 0148 movie is played in preview window) 

Regarding claim 3, Ma discloses a method, of assisting a user compose a video 
work wherein said topically related media clips comprise topically related video 
clips (page 1, para 0010 illustrates romantic and adventure theme) 

Regarding claim 4, Ma discloses a method of assisting a user compose a video 
work wherein said topically related media clips further comprise topically related 
audio clips (figure 1, 108 and page 7, para 0119) 

Regarding claim 5, Ma discloses a method wherein each of said media cells 
within said selected template occurs in a fixed sequence order (page 2, para 0012, 
arrange in desired sequence) 

Regarding claim 6, Ma discloses a method, wherein at least one of said media 
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cells within said selected template contains a preloaded video clip therein, said 
preloaded video clip being chosen to be consistent with said theme of said 
selected template (page 1 , para 0010, template directed to a theme) 

Regarding claim 7, Ma discloses a method, wherein step (e) comprises the step 
of (e1) performing steps (b) through (d) until substantially all of said media cells 
are filled with user selected media clips, (e2) rendering said selected template and said 
media clips contained therein, thereby creating said video work (figure 4, 1018, page 6, 
0118 illustrates manual editing) 

Regarding claim 8, Ma discloses a method, wherein step (e) comprises: 

(e1) performing steps (b) through (d) until substantially all of said media cells are 
filled with user selected video clips, thereby creating a video composition (figure 4, 
1018, page 6, 0118 illustrates manual editing) 

Regarding claim 9, Ma discloses a method creating a video composition, wherein 
is provided a plurality of topically related video clips and a plurality of audio clips, and 
wherein is provided at least one themed template, each of said at least one themed 
templates containing a plurality of themed video cells therein and a plurality of audio 
tracks therein, comprising the steps of: 

(a) selecting one of said at least one themed templates (refer to claim 1 above) 

(b) selecting a video cell from among said plurality of themed video cells, said 
selected video cell having a cell theme associated therewith (refer to claim 1 above) 

(c) selecting a video clip from among said plurality of topically related video clips, 
said selected video clip having a theme at least approximately matching said cell theme 
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(refer to claim 1 above) 

(d) storing said selected video clip in said selected video cell (refer to claim 1 

above) 

(e) selecting an audio clip from among said provided audio clips (page 7, para 
0120 illustrtaes audio clips) 

(f) selecting a track from among said selected template tracks (refer to claim 1 

above) 

(g) storing said selected audio clip in said selected template track (refer to claim 
1 above) 

(h) performing steps (b) through (g) until at least one audio track has been 
added to said selected template and until at least two of said themed video 
cells are filled with selected video clips, thereby creating a video 
composition (refer to claim 1 above) and, 

(i) viewing at least a portion of said video composition (refer to claim 2 above) 
Claim 10 and 17 are rejected based on claim 6 above. 

Regarding claim 11, Ma discloses a method, wherein at least one of said audio 
tracks within said selected template contains a preloaded audio clip, said preloaded 
video clip having been chosen to be consistent with said theme of said selected 
template (page 7, para 0120, illustrates EDL containing audio clips) 

Regarding claim 12, Ma discloses a method, wherein step (d) comprises the step 

of: 

(d1) if said selected video cell does not contain a video clip stored therein, 
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storing said selected video clip in said selected video cell, and, 

(d2) if said selected video cell contains a stored video clip therein, replacing said 
video clip with said selected video clip (figure 4, 1018, page 6, 0118 illustrates manual 
editing) 

Regarding claim 13, Ma discloses a method, wherein step (h) comprises the step 
of (hi) performing steps (b) through (g) until at least one audio track has been added 
to said selected template and until substantially all of said themed video cells are filled 
with video clips, and, (h2) rendering said selected video template and the video clips 
contained therein, thereby creating said video composition (refer to claim 1 and claim 8 
above) 

Claim 14 is rejected based on claim 1 above. 
Claim 15 is rejected based on claim 5 above. 

Regarding claim 16, Ma discloses a method, wherein said theme of said themed 
video template is selected from a group consisting of a birthday celebration, a national 
holiday, a visit to an amusement park, a visit to a public park, a visit to a national 
monument, a wedding, a party, and a family reunion (page 1, para 0010, illustrates a 
romantic and adventure theme) 

Regarding claim 18, Ma discloses a method, wherein step (e) comprises the step 

of: 

(e1) if said selected video cell is empty, storing said selected video clip in 
said selected video celli and, (e2) if said selected video cell contains a preloaded video 
clip therein, replacing said preloaded video clip with said selected video clip (figure 4, 
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1018, page 6, 0118 illustrates manual editing) 

Claim 19 is rejected based on claim 2 above. 
Claim 20 is rejected based on claim 8 above. 

Regarding claim 21, Ma discloses a method, wherein step (f) comprises the step 

of: 

(f1) performing steps (b) through (e) until substantially all of said themed video 
cells within said selected template are filled with video clips, thereby composing said 
video work (rejected based on claim 1 and 13 above) 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure 

Harville et al (7149961) discloses an automatic generation of presentations from 
"path-ehnanced" multimedia. 

Samaan et al (US 2002/0138843) discloses a video distribution method and 
system. 

Norton (US 6016380) discloses a template-based edit decision list management 
system. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Syed Y. Hasan whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1082. The examiner can normally be reached on 9/8/5. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thai Tran can be reached on 571-272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



S.Y.H. 
5/12/2007 




